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SUBJECT: CIVAIR PAN AM REQUEST FOR SERVICE AT LAJES 
REF: LISBON 1619 

1 . APPRECIATE EMBASSY EFFORTS IN SUBJECT CASE. 

2. IN VIEW INFO AND COMMENT CONTAINED REFTEL, WE BELIEVE 
IT DESIRABLE TRANSMIT FURTHER NOTE TO GOP. TIMED TO ARRIVE 
PRIOR TO TUESDAY MEETING. UNLESS EMBASSY PERCEIVES OB- 
JECTIONS, OR STRONGLY BELIEVES THAT TIMING SUCH AN APPROACH 
IS NOT GOOD. IT THEREFORE REQUESTED TRANSMIT FOLLOWING 
NOTE ON MAY 7. 

A.... REGRETS THAT THE GOP HAS SO FAR NOT FOUND IT POS- 
SIBLE TO AUTHORIZE PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS TO UTILIZE 
LAJES AIRPORT AS TAP HAS BEEN DOING FOR TWO YEARS. AS WAS 
POINTED OUT IN THE EMBASSY’ S NOTE OF FEBRUARY 20, THE USG 
FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT THE INAUGURATION OF OPERATIONS VIA 
LAJES AIRPORT BY TAP CREATED FOR US CARRIERS THE COROLLARY 
RIGHT TO SERVE THAT AIRPORT, PARTICULARLY, IF, AS HAS CLEAR- 
LY BEEN THE CASE, THE COMMERCIAL OPERATION OF TAP AT 
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LAJES RESULTS IN A SIGNIFICANT DIVERSION FROM THE TRAFFIC 
NOW HANDLED THROUGH SANTA MARIA BY US DESIGNATED AIRLINES. 
THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHY ONE COMMERCIAL 
AIRLINE SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO OPERATE THROUGH LAJES AND 
NOT ANOTHER. 



B. AS THE MINISTRY IS AWARE. PAN AMERICAN' S ORIGINAL 
PLANS CALLED FOR THE INAUGURATION OF ONCE- WEEKLY SERVICE 
THROUGH LAJES THE FIRST WEEK IN MAY. THE DISRUPTION IN 
PAN AMERICAN’ S SCHEDULING AND THE INCONVENIENCE TO PAS- 
SENGERS PLANNING TO TRAVEL ON PAN AMERICAN TO OR FROM 
LAJES IS ALREADY CONSIDERABLE, AND BECOMES MORE SEVERE AS 
TIME PASSES. IT IS THEREFORE VERY IMPORTANT THAT AN 

EARLY RESPONSE BE RECEIVED FROM THE PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES 
ON THE REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THEIR DISAPPROVAL 
OF THAT PART OF PAN AMERICAN' S SCHEDULE CALLING FOR A 
SERVICE THROUGH LAJES. 

C. IF THE PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES ARE NOT IN A POSITION 

TO AUTHORIZE US CARRIER COMMERCIAL SERVICE THROUGH LAJES 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE US- PORTUGAL 
AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT AS WELL AS WITH THE CLEAR INTENT 
OF THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH BY THE USG IN ITS NOTE OF 
MARCH 19, 1971, THERE APPEARS NO ALTERNATIVE OTHER THAN 
FOR THE USG TO REQUEST THE TERMINATION OF COMMERCIAL STOPS 
BY TAP AT LAJES ON ITS SERVICES TO AND FROM THE UNITED 
STATES... 

3. FYI: IN VIEW OF TIMING PROBLEMS NOTED ABOVE, IF PORTU- 
GUESE AUTHORITIES DO NOT AUTHORIZE PAN AM SERVICE THROUGH 
LAJES BY MAY 1 1, WE PLAN TO INSTRUCT EMBASSY ON FOLLOW- UP 
APPROACH TO GOP DESIGNED TO BRING ABOUT TERMINATION TAP’ S 
STOPS AT LAJES ON ITS OPERATIONS TO THE UNITED STATES IN 
NEAR FUTURE - PERHAPS WITHIN AS SHORT A PERIOD AS 30 

DAYS. 

4. PAN AMERICAN' S TWO FLIGHTS ( ONE EACH DIRECTION) SCHED- 
ULED THROUGH LAJES DURING WEEK OF APRIL 30 WERE DIVERTED 
TO SANTA MARIA WITH PRIOR APPROVAL OF PORTUGUESE AUTHORI- 
TIES. PAN AMERICAN PLANS SAME SOLUTION DURING WEEK 
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OF MAY 7, ASSUMING LAJES APPROVAL NOT FOQZRTHCOMING IN 
TIME. EMBASSY REQUESTED LEND PAN AM WHATEVER ASSISTANCE 
IS APPROPRIATE IN OBTAINING GOP AUTHORIZATION SANTA 
MARIA LANDINGS IN EVENT SUCH AUTHORIZATION NOT " ROUTINELY" 
GRANTED UP ON APPLICATION BY PAN AM. END FYI. RUSH UNQUOTE ROGERS 
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